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Ethnographic Background and Previous Ethnographic Research.
In 1926 Constable Edgar Morrow (1984:143) with Brumby Leake, pursued two

wanted Aboriginal men from Prairie Downs to Marillana Station. While the

pursuers rested at ‘Willy Wolly’ springs, Leake suggested ‘that the natives would

be at Pug Well, fifteen miles farther on, and five miles from Marrilana [sic]

Station’. Morrow quotes Leake:1 ‘It’s a big corroborree [sic] place,’ he said, ‘and

it’s pinkeye time now, so likely there’ll be a crowd camped there.’2
According to Clark and Smith (1982:6):

The Pandjima and Niabali presently perceive their territories as adjoining in the …

area between Weeli Wolli Creek and the prominent peaks [to the east]. Within this

boundary area, their interests are shared rather than clearly demarcated, requiring a

consensus between the two groups.

Tindale (1953) noted the Banyjima boundaries to be:

…along the Hamersley scarp to the range across the Fortescue River (South

Branch) from Kudaidari (Goodiadarrie) Hills. Mandjina (Munjina of maps) Pool

was a Pandjima water. They went east to the headwaters of Janikudjina

(Yandicoogina of maps) creek. On the south they visited Juno (Juna) Downs

Station, Perry’s Camp.

Steve Brown (1987:14) says the Weeli Wolli area was a ‘transitional boundary’

between Banyjima and Nyiyaparli:

At the eastern end on the plateau were the Niabali and the central plateau was

Pandjima territory (Fig.3). The boundary between the two groups lay west of

Weeli Wolli Creek. Brandenstein (1967:2) notes that this was also a linguistic

boundary, as Niabali is the westernmost member of the large Western desert group

of languages, and Pandjima belongs to the Pilbara Tablelands linguistic group.
1 See also handwritten report by Constable Morrow, Meekatharra 22/1/26, File 8446/1925.
2 Pug Well was used as a Law Ground until at least the 1950s and is known as Pindagully.
Recent information indicates that this boundary area was transitional rather than

clearly demarcated, and that both bordering groups recognised a joint ownership of

the area and its resources.

In 1974, Tindale’s description of Banyjima territory, cited below, confirmed that

Weeli Wolli Creek is the boundary between Banyjima and Nyiyaparli:

Upper plateau of the Hamersley Range south of the Fortescue River; east to

Weediwolli [sic] Creek near Marillana; south to Rocklea, on the upper branches of

Turee Creek east to the Kunderong Range. In the later years under pressure form

the Kurama, they moved eastward to Yandicoogina and the Ophthalmia Range

forcing the Niabali eastward. They also shifted south to Turee and Prairie Downs

driving out the Mandara tribe, now virtually extinct [‘Punduwana], a native place

not yet located, was their main refuge water in very dry times; other refuges were

in Dales Gorge and at [‘Mandjima] (Mungina Creek on maps) (Tindale 1974:255).

The Weeli Wolli Creek area has previously been recorded as being of great

significance to Banyjima and Nyiyaparli people. McDonald (2003a:8) states: ‘It is

also important to note that the Panyjima and Nyiyaparli communities had also

objected to plans to drill in the Weeli Wolli and other creeks in the Yandicoogina area

on a number of occasions (McDonald 2003[b]; McDonald and Grove 2003a).’3
McDonald (2003d:21) states:

The Aboriginal Consultants again requested that no drilling occur in the creeks in

the area (e.g. Weeli Wolli, Marillana and Yandicoogina). However, if any impacts

were necessary on the creeks, such as for water monitoring bores, groundwater

dewatering discharge, that specific consultations be undertaken as had previously

occurred in respect of previous developments.

In June 1999, Elizabeth Bradshaw, submitted a report for the Gumala Aboriginal

Corporation entitled Report on the Weeli Wolli Ethnographic Site Complex, Options

for Protection. Elizabeth Bradshaw was requested to investigate the best options for
3 See Martin (2000:3) for a survey report on four water monitoring bores near Weeli Wolli Creek. In

February 2003, McDonald (62/YD/01) wrote to ATAL expressing the views of consultants on drilling

in Phils Creek and any other watercourses.
ongoing protection of Aboriginal sites in an area described as the ‘Weeli Wolli Site

Complex.’

Bradshaw (1999) notes:

From 1979 to 1981 the Department of Aboriginal Sites conducted a series of

heritage surveys for CSR in the area of Yandicoogina Creek, including the Weeli

Wolli Creek area. The surveys covered all the land included in the Hamersley Iron

Yandicoogina Licenses … The surveys recorded 81 sites in total, 12 ethnographic

sites …, four of which had archaeological components, and 79 archaeological

sites…

Bradshaw (1999:3) states that these surveys were documented by Clarke and Smith

(1982). Tonkinson and Veth (1986) also conducted heritage surveys for the BHP

Yandi development and documented their findings in Report of a Survey for

Aboriginal Sites in the Vicinity of Yandicoogina Creek, Pilbara, North-West.
O’Connor (1996:12) conducted a survey for Hamersley’s initial route of the Yandi to

Marandoo railway ‘roughly parallel to Weeli Wolli Creek to pass Weeli Wolli Springs

along the hills to their west.’ Objections from the traditional owners to the Weeli

Wolli route resulted in Hamersley changing their plans for the Yandi railway corridor,

as O’Connor (1996:12) records:

As noted in [the 1994 report] the Aboriginal elders expressed grave misgivings

regarding this section of the alignment, on the grounds that it could lead to both

spiritual and physical damage to the Springs. Following consideration by the

Company of all issues relating to the initially proposed rail corridor, a new

alignment was proposed.

O’Connor (1996:12) then describes the route of the agreed rail route ‘from its

terminus at Junction deposit, roughly parallel to Yandicoogina Creek.’

O’Connor (1993:11) concludes that the area was clear of sites with the exception of

an unlocated burial site to the south of Yandicoogina Creek, an initiation/corroboree

ground near Junction Bore and the Three Sisters hills and a burial to the west of Weeli

Wolli Creek, the location of which was unknown (O’Connor 1993:12).4 According to

O’Connor (1993:12) Aboriginal elders stated that, with the exception of a corroboree

and initiation ground near Pug’s Bore (Pintakulli), and a similar site near Marillana

homestead (Tartukarra), E47/12 was clear of sites. In addition, M270saSEC1 was

clear of sites with the exception of the junction of Lamb and Marillana Creeks

(O’Connor 1993:10).

Aboriginal leaders consulted by O’Connor in 1996 emphasised the importance of

Weeli Wolli Springs. A transcript of a meeting at Weeli Wolli airstrip cited by

O’Connor (1996) relates:

T.P. This water comes out at Millstream.

J.V. I know that story.

T.P. It travels underground.

D.S. If the springs are damaged, then Millstream will have no water and we’ll be

blamed by the people there.

As reported above, Eddie McDonald conducted an ethnographic survey of the

Billiards Drilling Program area in November 2003 with senior Banyjima elders and

one Nyiyaparli elder. McDonald (2003a:4) reports:

The survey team inspected the northern end of the Billiards project area on the

afternoon of December 17, 2003. In particular, the party inspected Pinna Pinna

camp and meeting ground and noted its relationship to the proposed exploration

program… The party discussed the potential impact of the proposed exploration

program on Weeli Wolli Creek. On December 18, 2003 the ethnographic survey

party inspected the southern portion of the survey area driving the length of the

Billiards target area from Corkwood Bore to its southern boundary, stopping to

discuss the proposed exploration program and the country along the route.
4 Barber (1996) states that in the main this section of the O’Connor (1993) report is based on 1982/83

interviews with Poonda Bob (now deceased).
The McDonald (2003a:8) report continues:

No ethnographic sites, with the exception of Pinnapinna, were reported by the

Aboriginal consultants within the Billiards survey area. The Aboriginal consultants

noted that Mr Yuline was planning to hold Law Business at Pinnapinna early in

2004.

Greg Tucker, the GAC Aboriginal Liaison Officer, also described the original survey

of the Billiards area in his internal report (Tucker 2003):

Next day Thursday morning the 18/12/03 we left again towards the Willi Wolli

[sic] Creek to find an old well and a mustering camp where they looked after the

cattle also we tried to find and old Aboriginal law ground somewhere between

Maralanna creek [sic] and Willi Wolli creek. Been driving around the two creeks

till Wobby said its just there across the little gully, so there it was where he said

right in front of us. Eddie McDonald took photos of the elders and myself standing

around the old well and the old stockyard. We did not find the old Aboriginal law

ground, but the elders know where it was, so we left it at that. We all got back in

the cars and went back to the HI camp to talk more on the work we did.

McDonald (2003a:10) concludes:

Because of the absence of Mr Gordon Yuline and the fact that the east side of

Weeli Wolli Creek is considered Nyiyaparli country, the Aboriginal consultants

reported that they were unable to reach a decision about the proposed exploration

program. They requested that further consultation be undertaken and that this

include Messrs Gordon Yuline, Pat Long and Henry Long.
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McDonald (2003a:10) made two recommendations:

1. It is recommended that further consultation is undertaken with members of the

Nyiyaparli and Panyjima communities and that this includes those members of the

communities nominated by the Aboriginal consultants.

2. It is also recommended that the planning at the Yandicoogina mine take note of

the importance of Pinnapinna and that a management plan for the site is

established.5

5 The June 7 and 8, 2004, Billiards Survey was conducted as a result of McDonald’s (2003a)

recommendation to include Nyiyaparli consultants who were not available in December 2003. Since

the McDonald 2003 heritage survey, the Nyiyaparli have decided not to open a meeting/Law ground at

Pinnapinna
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